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'A Complaine 


OPPRESSED 
 OPPRESSORS. 


Uojuft 'and Arbitrary PROCEEDINGS of 


| ſome Souldjers and Juitices, againſt ſome Sober Godly 
Perſons, in and near Londm 5 who- now lye in ſtinking 


x | * Goals for the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 


With 


Faithfully Colleted by JOHN LOFVEWE L, Aconſtant Ob- 
ſerver of their Patience 1n Suffering , and of the Izuſtice 
ES. of their Perſecutors, 


” . 
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[Zeph.3. 7, Wo to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppreſſing (ity. 
Iſa, 33. 1. Woto thee that ſpoitef, and waſt not fouled; ard dealeſt trea- 

cherouſly, and they dealt not treacherouſly with thee. : when thou ſhalt 
{ ceaſe to ſpoil, thowſhalt be ſpoiled, and when thou ſhalt makg an end to 
| - deal treacherouſly, they ſhall deal treacherouſly wth thee. 
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A COMPLAINT 
Of the 


OPPRESSED 


AGAINST 


OPPRESSORS 


He Unjuſt proceedings of ſome in preſent power, 
againſt many in this Nation, fearing God, cannor 
but þe manifeſt to ſuch ſober men, that do or will 
fake a view of the ſame. I having knowledge of 

the Sufferings of many Godly Perſons, eſpecially in and about 
London, Whom their very adverſaries cannot blemiſh juſtly 
with the leaſt ſpot of Infamy,dare not but let the World know 
the Innocency of the men, and the Tyranny of their Oppreſ- 
ſors : Andin what I ſhall ſay,I dare appeal to thz Conſcien- 
ces of all ſober &yudicious perſons of what Perſwafion ſoever,, 
except the proud Prelate ; Whether it be not Tyranny to the 
height, for men to be ſeized and taken out of their Beds at 
midnight by Souldiers, in a Hoſtile manner, with their Swords 
drawn, by means of which, their Wives and Children have 
been much affrighted, to their great detriment in point of 
health ; and this done in a time of Peace, and without War- 
rant from any, no not ſo much as a Warrant from a Juſtice of 
the Peace. Others, taken from their peaceable Meetings, 
when they have beenin theLords ſervice in a publick manner, 
the doors being open for all that would, to ſee what they did, 
and hear what they ſaid. Others,attached as they have paſſed 
along the ſtreets about their lawful Imployments; and all this 
done by Souldiers without Warrant from any, and by them, 

A 2 carried 
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carried before ſome men called] uſtices,but ſuch only in Name 
and Title, nothing ſo in truth, For They afflict the juſt, and they 
turn aſide the poor in the gate from their right, Amos 5. 12, But 
leaving them a while, Reader take notice, that theſe Souldi- 
ers, to Wit, one Liuetenant Wilton, a man very well known 
where he lives, (but not for any vertue he hath) and Enfigne 
Spike a man ſo well educated, that he ſcarce knows what 
Law or Religion is, and as to the buſineſs of a Souldier 
he is alfo a ſtranger, as I in charity judge of him : For theſe 
men, wich the ath{tance of Serjeants and Souldiers, like them- 
ſelves, have contracted that guilt upon themſelves, that had 
thzy known Law, been Religious, or Souldiers, they would 
have ſcorned to have defiled themſelves, ſo much as with a 
touch with a finger. But their ations have been ſuch as above 
ſaid, and how contrary to Magna Charta, and the fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Nation, I leave tothe Judicious ; and how li- 
able they are to be puniſhed by Lay for their ſo doing, will ap- 
pear as followeth, 

Magna Charta, Cap. 29. Anno vg. Hen, 3. ſaith, No free 
wan (hall be take: or impriſoned, or be diſſeized of his Free-hold, 
or Liberties, or free Cuftoms, or be Out-lawed, or Exiled, or any 
ways Deſtroyed ; nor we ſhall net paſs upon him, nor deal with 
him, but by the lawful judgement. of his Peers, or by the Law 
of the Land; We ſhall nat ſell to any man, we ſhall not deny nor de- 
ferre any man Right or Fuſtice, Againe, No man of what eſtate 
or condit tou 16, be, (hall be put from his Land or Tenement, or 
taken, impriſoned, or <;ſ-inherited, or put todeath, without being 
brought 1 to anſwer by due proceſs of Law, Anno 28, Ed, .Cap. 
3. Thus he that hath but little fight, may ſee how contrary 
to the good and wholſome. Laws of the Nation 'theſe men 
have acted, and how -diſhonourable it is to the King and his 
Government, for ſuch wicked Fellows to be ſuffered in ſuch 
arbitrary and villanous proceedings againſt ſober men, 2s they 
have from time to time practiſed, For if no man, of what 
eſtate or conditi on ſoever, ſhall be taken or Impriſoned wich- 
out a due proceſs of the Law ; then to ſeize any man without 
Warrant from ſome Miniſter of Juſtice, is to take and Impri- 
ſon him at the Wills and Luſts of theſe baſe and inferior fel- 
Os lows, 
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laws, Who matter not the LEA of the King, the Violating 
of Law, nor the Liberty of the Subje& ; then will nor thefe 
things cry loud to Heaven for Vengeance? Beſides theſe mer- 
cinary fellows, cannot excuſe themielves by pleading 1gno- 
rance,for the King by open Proclamation, hath tirictly charged 
and commanded all Officers and Souldiers, and.all orher per- 
{ons whatſozver, that they ſhall not mole(t nor trouble any of 
his good Subjects, without Warrant or lawful Authority ; as 
appeats by his Proclamation, Intituled, A Proclamation prohu- 
hibuing the Se zing of any perſons, or Searching Houſes, without 
Warrant, except in time of attual Inſurrettion: Beating.date the 
ſeventeenth of January,one thouſand fix hundred and irxxty. The 
which Proclamation ( ſo much of it as is to our buſineſs in 
hand) I thall here inſert, for th2 better ſatisfation of the 
Reader, as followech, 

And we being gives: 10 underſtand that during thaſe [ate Commu- 
tons, ſeveral perſons have been impriſoned by Souldiers and others, 
their Houſes Searched, and their goods taken away, without law- 
ful Authoruy, and that thereupon opprobrions words, and terms of 
diſcention, and d;ſcrimination of parties, have been uſed and gruen 
to Ow great diſ-ſervice, contrary to the beforeſaid Att of Pardon 
and Oblivion; and notwithſtanding Our Royal pleaſure, ſo often 
publiſhed and declared to the contrary. 

Theſe are therefore ſiritily to charge aud command all Officers 
and Souldiers, and all ther Perſons whatſoever ( unleſſe it be upon 
inevitable neceſſity of ſuddain and attual Rebellinn and; [nſurretts- 
#n) to forbear to moleſt or trouble any of our good Swbjefts, ether im 
their Perſons or Eſtates,and not to preſume to Approhend of Secure 
any Perſon or Perſons, or Seize any Armes whatſoever or to ſearch 


* any Houſes, without a lawſul Warrant under the Hand and Stal of 


ſome one or more of the Lyrds (of , our Privy Council; or under the 
Hand and Seal of ſume one or more of the Lords Liemenantsg De- 
puty Liewtenants, or Juſtices of the Peace, in their reſpetiioe Li- 
berties, and Precintts, within the ſeveral Comnties, Cities, and 
Towns Corporate,in our Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, 
and Town of Berwick upon Tweed. - «Ad wes wall that the ſard 
Warrants be alwares dirfted to ſome Conſtable or other kyown legal 
Officer, and that no Souldier do otherwiſe inierpoſe or meddle ys 
ine 


* (6 
the Execution of the ſaid ED. ab, then by aiding ard aſſifting of 
the ſaid Conſtable, or other ſuch known legal Officer, or Officers as 
aforeſaid : and all Millitary Officers and Souldiers,are hereby com- 
wanded to be aiding and aſſiſting to ſuch Conſtable,or other l:galOf- 
ficers, being by them or any of them thereunto required: And We do 
bereby declare,that aſwell all thoſe who ſhall hereafter be ſo hardy, as 
fooffend againſt this Our Proclamation, ſhall not onely not receive 
Countenance from Us therein, but ſhall be left to be proceeded againſt 
«cording to Onr Laws, and incurre Our high diſpleaſure, as per- 
ſons doing- their wtmoſt tro bring Scandal and ( ontempt upon Our 
Government. | 
In all which; there are theſe things Confiderable. 

Firft, That the King was very ſenſible of the- great abuſes 
fone to many by the illegal and lawleſs proceedings of Souldi- 
ers at that time,and the great diſ-ſervice they did him in it, 

"Secondly, The King from the aforeſaid ſence, gives a ſtrict 
Charge and Command to all Officers and Soutdiers, and all 
other Perſons, that they preſume not to Seize the perſon or 

ons of any, &c. Without Warrant under the Hand and 
Seals of fuch mentioned in the Proclamation. 

Thirdly; That no Ofhcer or Souldier is to meddle or inter- 
poſe in the Execution of ſuch Warrant, ifgranted againſt any, ' 
. except called by a Conſtable or ether legal Officers, to their 

afſiftance in ſerving the ſame, 

 Foxurthly, That the King will be (o far from countenancing 
-any that ſhall be ſo hardy as to offend againſt this his Procla- 
:marion,that they (hall be left to be proceeded againſt accord- 
'ingto Law; | | 

Fifthly, Such perſons ſo offending, ſhall incurre his high 
diſpleaſure; as perſons doing their uttermoſt to bring Scandal 
"andT pt upon his Government. | RE! 
- -. Andiyer- theſe abovenamed men, would be thought to be 
-high'promoters of the-Kings Honour and Government, when 

their aRions ( ſodeclared to bz by the King himſelf in his 
Proclamation)have been high and bold atempts made againſt, 
and Scandal to his Government. | 

Itis true, if drinking his Health in Bowles of Ale and Beer, 
and Glaſſes of Sack, till they become brutiſh, —: 
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Blaſpheming the koly Name of God, and ſuch like Debauche. 
ry,will Honour the King and make his Government as famous 
23 Solomons.Was,then they are the men that will do it, If theix 
breaking his Laws, and abuſing the good People of the Land, 
as aboveſaid,will Honour him, they will do it : Such, as I take 
it, being all the Love to, or Valour they can ſhew for him or 
his Intereſt, But not to enlarge, I will now return to ſpeak 


of what Dealing theſe ſober men have found from the hands 


of theſe Juſtices. The Souldiers they ſeize contrary to Law, 
as you have heard, and away they carty them ; it may be to 
Fohn Robinſon, Lieutenant of the Tower, or Thomas Bide Ale 
Brewer in Shoreditch,or ſome other man called a Juſtice,as the 
Souldiers pleaſe : . And when they are before them, though no 
matter of Fa& be laid to their charge ; none accuſing them to 


their faces of the breach of any known Lay ; Seeing they can- 


not find any thing againſt them worthy of Bonds, they preſent- 
ly come to this point ; Will you rakg the Oath of Allegiance ; If 
any refuſe, they {end him away to Goal, pretending great mat- 
rers againlt them,which they inſert in their Mittimus in gene- 
ral, as dangerous perſons, Plotting, ſpeaking Treaſon, and 
the like : Which he that knows any thing in Law, knows that 
a general Charge is no Charge ; the Law requiring, That no 
free born Engliſh-man be kept in durance without ſome particular 
Charge be expreſſed in the Warrant, by which he 1s commuted ard 
held. By which it is manifeſt, that theſe Juſtices have as little 
regard to the Honour of the Kingzas the Souldiers ; For.wheze. 
as by Law, they ought to rebuke and punith thoſe Souldiers, 
that ſo illegally ſeize the perſons of thele civil men,they juſti- 
fie their unwarrantable doings, in Read thereof commit 
the poor men to priſon, contrary'to Law alſo; making no mat- 
ter of ſuch arbitrary ations, but willingly ſwallow. them. And 
further it is evident, That no one Jultice hath power to mini- 
ſter the Oath to any, though ſome of them will not ſtick to do 
it (for I my ſelf was in place, when Themas Bide minittred the 
Oath to two perſons, and never a Juſtice there but himſelf, 
making them manifeſtly forfvear themſelves) contrary to the 
exprefie letter of the Law, which enables no one Juſtice to-re- 


quire any perſon to take the Oath, much lefle to minilter ic 


[® 
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to any : For ſaith the Statute, 'Intituled, An AH for admn- - 


niſtring the Oath of Allegiance,the ſeventh Year of King Famer,.. - 


That it ſhall and may be lawful, &c. And for any'two To ices of 
* the Peace, within any County, City or Towne Corporate, whereof 
one to be of the Qnarum,to require any perſon or perſons, of the age 
of greg! years or above, under the degree of a Baron or Rave, 
fo take the ſaid Oath. By which it is manifelt, that vo one Juſtice 
hath power to tender thz Oath to any : Andiif it be no ten- 
'derin Law, it1s nodeniat in Law, though the Priſoner do re- 
fuſe to take it, For if one Juice will be ſo hardy as to re- 
quire any to take the Oath contrary to Law, yet none that are 
conſcientious dare to be ſo wicked, as to take it from him 
- *whom the:Law doth not intitle and impoxwer to miniſter the 
"fame, unleſſe hewill forſwear himſelf ; for he that taketh the 
"Oath, muſt fivear amonglt other things, that it is lawfully mi- 
'niftred to him, as appears in'theſe expreſs words mentioned in 
the Oath it ſelf, Which I acknowledge by good and fall Authority 
"ro be lawfully miniſtred unto me, &c, When one Juſtice by him- 
'Felf hath rio more authority than bath a Collier ; and yet not- 
withſtanding ſome have been committed two or three times 
- within this twelve moneths, for refufing ( as they call it ) to 
take' the Oath, when they were never required to take it by 
any lawful Authority. And at this day, ſeveral lie in Goal, 
-and have done ſome moneths/whoſe perſons were ſeized con- 
trary to Magna Charta, and the Kings Proclamation,as above- 
faid, for refufing the Oath, as they are not aſhamed to ſay,and 
to charve them with in their Mictimus, wher' they never at a- 
*ny time of their commitment, were required to take it accord- 
ing to their ownLaw,whi y make no conſcience to break, 
though they cryiour againft'dthers {9-much for the breach of. 
And further;-though” they ſay they are- Chriſtians, the-very 
Heathens may iſe up in judgement againſt them; "For they 
would ſuffer Pax! to ſpeak for himſelf in his own defence, 
"Aits 21. 39, 40. Chap. 24. 10, But theſe men that ſay they 
are Chriftians and Miniſters of Juſtice, will not ſuffer -any af 
theſe ſober men they thusperfecute, to; ſpeak for themſelves; 
not" ſo- thuch, hardly, as to give a reaſon why they cannot 
SWear. ; | a op 
Nay, 


* 
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Nay; when.in time of Seſſions they are called before their 
Tribunal, where though they defire and intreat thera to let 


them know what they had been kept in Priſon for,or what they 


or any other had againſt them.; they, nor no man elſe can 
charge them with ovight that they had done againſt the Lav ; 
which being (o,they might hope to be heard; and thoſe-Abuſes 
redrefled ; but thzre they can as little be heard alſo, nor no 
notice taken by the Bench of the IHegal proceedings of thoſe 
meu called Jultices;but in ltead of Judgement behold Oppreſſion, 
and in the place of Kighteouſneſſe behold a (ry, Iſa. F. 7. For 
when at the time of the Goal Delivery ( as they call it) they 
ought by Law, and actording to their Oathes, do Tight impatr- 
tially to all free born Engliſh-men, that is, let everyone 
ſpeak freely for himſelf, in rhe face of the Countrey, that att 
may know bis Guilt, if Guiley, or his Innocency if Innocen t; 
and if nothing be found againitthem, by ſuch proof or ſuffici- 
ent witneſs as the Law requires in ſuch caſes ; they are ſworn 
to deliver them,and to do them tight anſwerable to the wrongs 
they have ſuſtained by thoſe Mercenary Souldiers,. that ſeize 
them contrary to Lay and the Kings Proclamation, andthoſe 
unjuſt men, called Juſtices, for their falſe Impriſoning them; 
ok at leaſt to leave both Souldiers and Juſtices open tothe. 
Law ; which could honieft men have the benefir of, againſt 
theſe Tyrants, it would ſefficiently repaire them, And: fur= 
ther, let them not think, to excuſe themſelves by.tendring 
the Oach of Obedience to them, againſt whom they can charge 
no matter of Fac : for it is neither Reaſon, Law nor Equity, 
that men ſhould lie in Priſon ſeveral-moneths, .as many have 
done in New-gate, and elſewhere, and no Crime: committed 
by them, nor none accuſing them of any ; that: they ſhould 
then have the Oath tendred to enſnare them, and told them 
faſt. Fax if ic be a fault in Law to refuſe the Oath, when ten= * 
dred in Court, the fault was but then contracted ; all. rhe 
former Impriſonment, by their own proceedings appears to be 
manife(tly,falfe, And this is: all the Juſtice they. can have, 
Full you Swear, if you wilt not, you ſhall lie ws Priſon ſul. Thus 1s 
Judgement turned away backpards, and Tuftice ſtanderh afarre off: 


Por Truthis falles in the Streets, and Equity cannot enter : Tea 
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Truth faileth, and he that departeth from Iniquity, maketh him- 
ſelf a prey ; ( or as it May be read, z accounted Mad, or a Pha- 
natick,) and the Lord ſaw it, aid it diſpleaſed him, that there was 
no Fudgement, Iſa. 59.14, I5. 
The Lord God without doubt fits in Heaven and ſeeth their 
proceedings, who ſaith to them, How long will ye Fudge mninſt- 
ly, ard accept the Perſons of the wicked > Defend the poor and fa- 
therleſs, do Fuſtice to the affiitted and needy, deliver the poor and 
weedy, rid them ont of the hands of the wicked, Pial, 82. 2, 3,4. 
But ſurely, ' they have not God 1n all their thomughrs, Fot it may 
be ſaid of ſuch, as the Lord ſaid by the Prophet Amos, They 
turn Judgement to Warnawood, and leave off Righteouſneſs inthe 
Earth, Amos 5.7. And again, For behold the Lord command- 
mb; and be will {mite the great bouſe with breaches, and the little 
houſe with clefts; Shall Horſes run upon the Rock ? will one plow 
there with Oxem? for ye bave turned " 5 aeclen into Gall, and the 
frat = 4 Righteouſneſs into Hemlock,, Amos 6. 11, 12, Andal- 
though they may ſay, in their hearts, The Lord will not do good, 
wezther will be de er, Zeph.1. 12. Yetlet them know, he that 
fits in Heaven ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall have them in deriſion ; he 
ſhall ſpeak. to them in bis wrath, and vex them in his ſore diſplea- 
fore, Pial. 2. 4, 5. Therefore, Wo wnto them that decree wmrigh- 
teows decrees, axd that wrice grievouſneſs which they beve preſcri- 
_—_ turn afide the needy from Judgement, and to take away the 
rg the poor of my people, lia. 10, I, 2, Little do theſe 
unjuſt men know, who thus pervert the Law, what woes and 
| ts hang over their h2ads, for their. cruelty to the 
Lords People. The Word of the Lord ſhall ſurely be per- 
formed; andthough he ſuffer the wicked for a time to affli& 
his People, yet, T be Rod of the Wicked ſhall not reſt upon the Lot 
of the Righteous, Plal. 125. 3, And though for a time,the wick- 
ed may ſpring 4s graſs, aud all the workers of 1niquity do flouriſh, 
(and tread upon the necks of the golly) :t 55 that they ſhould be 
deftrozed, Plal. 92. 7., For the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
ir, andit ſhall certainly com to paſſe : -For ſaith the Lord, 
# will «ndoe all that affiiit thee, and I will ſave ber that haiteth, and 
her that was driven out ; and I'will get them praiſe and fame 
w every Land, where they have been pme to ſhame, Zeph, 3. = 


IT) 

Oh that thzſe men that —— the Lords people would break 
off their fins of Tyranny, Oppreflion, and Injuttice, before the 
Decree be gone for. h azainſt chem, by righteouineſs, 

Thus having given an account to the World, of the unjuſt 
and Tyrannical proceedings againſt the peaceable of theLand ; 
I ſhall now give ( becauſe they are not ſuffered to ſpeak for 
themſelves ) the Reaſons why they cannot take the Oath of 
Obedience,as I have colleRed from them in my frequent con- 


'verſation With them. For the refuſing of which ( as their 


Enemies, who aze their Judges ſay) they lie in ſtinking Goals, 
deprived of the comfortable ſociety of their dear Relations, 
which God and Nature alloweth them; and made thereby un- 
capable of making -ſuch good proviſion for them, as their ne- 
cethties call for ; Chooſing rather, with Moſes, to ſuffer affii&:- 
ou with the People of God, than te enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for « ſex- 
ſon ; knowing m themſelves that they have in heaven a better ard 
more enduring ſnbſtaxce. 


The Reaſons are as followeth. 


Fir, Becauſe it is a Promiſary Oath. Now Oathes of 
ſuch a kindare forbidden by Chriſt, the Prince of the Kings of 
the Earth, Rev. 1, 5. Who onely is head of the Church, the 
oreat and onely Law-giver, ſa. 33. 22, Fames 4.12, That it 
15 an Oath of tuch a kind, is manifeſt to all that read it, That 
ſuch Oaths are forbidden by Chriſt, ſee Mat. 5. 34. But I ſay 
wnto you, Swear not at all, &c, From which place I know that 
many ſay, That Chriſt forbids Swearing vainly, and Swearing by 
Creatmres, and the like, and doth not forbid Swearing of any 
kind, provided it be by the Lord, and ſolemnly done. 

- That Chriſt forbids in that place vain Swearing in common 
talk, or communication,and Sweating by Creatures though ne- 
ver ſo-folemnly- performed, is true : But that this is not all 
that is forbidden is as true : For Chriſt forbids ſome kind of 
Swearing that was in the time of Moſes approved;as appeats in 
the 33. verſ.. Te have heard, that it hath been ſaid to , 9 old 
$1, thou ſhalt net forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto the 
Lord thine Oathes, Which _ no gloſs, as ſome would have 

2 it, 
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it, - but by the Lord required, thatif a man Swore an-Oath, or 
Vowed a Vow, unto which he was not bound by any Law of 
God to' do, but was at Liberty in ; whether they would or 
would not Swear, yet having ſworn, the Lord requires he 
ſhould perform his Oath, by which he hath-bound his Soul. 
Num. 30. 2. If a man Vow a Vow unto the Lord, or Swear an 
Oath to bind his Soul with a bond, be ſhall not break(or profane\hts 
Word, he ſhall do according' to all that proceedeth ont of his month, 
Now ſaith Chrilt, z# was.ſard, thor ſhalt not forſwear thy felf, but 
thou ſhalt perform nnto;the Lord thine Oathes ; but 1 ſay, Swear not 
at-all : As muchas 'if Chriſt ſhould fay, though it was your 
Liberty, and no- Sin,: to promiſe and bind your Soul to the 
performance of ſomething or other, you ſwear to do, provided 
you break not your wordzyet henceforth, I ſay,that am the Son, 
and impowred by my Father, now to be the Law-giver ; that 
upon no ſuch account, ot in fuch a kind you Swear, by which 
you bind your Souls by promiſe to perfarm this or that, Bur 
in ſuch caſes, /et your Tea be Yea, and your Nay Nay, Thus its 
evident, that Chriſt forbias ſuch kind of Sweating as was al- 
lowed by Meſes in Old Times, viz. Voluntary , Promiſary 
Swearing, and not vain Wearing only, in common talk, nor 
Swearing by Creatures; both waich were forbidden by them 
of Old Time, as alſo falite Swearing : For the which there 
might b2 a Cloud of Witneiles brought, But if any ſhould ob- 
K& and ſay, that Chriſt indeed doth forbid Promwary Swear- 
ang; but ic ts ſuch onely,as 18 raſh and inconfiderabte, To ſuch 
it1s anſwered, That rath and inconfiderable Swearing' and 


Vowing, was dilapproved by them of Old Time, aſwel as vain ' 


and falſe Swearing,” and may be ſummed up in the number of 
the reſt of - Swearings that, are forbidden; and were ſpoken a- 
gainſtby then-of Old Time: Eceleſ;.$.:2,:3, 4,5, 6. Jer. 23. 
10, Hoſea 4. 2. Zech:; 5+ 3,4, But further, either ( Chrift 
forbids in ſaying, Swear. not at all, Mat. 5. 34. and James 5. 
12, Above all things my brethren Swear not, &c.) all manner or' 
kind of Swearing,: of - What ſort foever, or elſe he forbids all 


of one kind ; elſe what ſignify theſe'words, zoe at all, the terre 
being univerſal, and mult wholly prohibit, either, as is ſaid," 


zll ind of Sweating, ox all of that kind it relates tozand there- 
; far 
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fore while jt can be proved wy there is a deſtinRion to be 
made, by allowance from Chiiſt,, between Promiſary and Pro- 
miſary Swearing, its concludgd, that Chriſt forbids all Swear- 
ing of that kind, to wit, Promiſary ; And therefore they can- 
net take the Oath of Allegiance. 

Second Reaſon is, Becauſe they are Cinilt's liege People, 
He is their King, 1ſa.33.22.Rev.15.4, King of Nations, fer. 
10.7, Pſal.47.1,2,3. And King of kings, 1 Tim, 6.15, Rev, 
I9, 16, They ftand bound, and eng2ged to Chriſt, to ſerve, 
obey, and glorifie him, to own and ſubmit to his Lawes and 
Commands, and not mans Traditions ; for he hath in his rich 
and free Love to them, eiven himſelf for them, that he might 
purchaſe and buy them with the price of his precious blood, 
to the end he might be Lord and King over theth , Rom: 
I4. 9. And that they ſhould ſerve Him and not men, 1 Cor, 
6,20. Chap.7. 23. Now if they take the Oath of Allegiance, 
they become bound to. obey the King in What he Commands 
them, Whether his Commands agree with Chriſt's or no. For 
if they Swear, they mult perform, Naw. 30. 2, If it be Ob- 
jected, That, that doth not follow, It's Anſwered, It will ap- 
pear in the enſuing Reaſons. 

Thirdly, Becauſe he that takes the Oath of Allegiance, 
ſwears and bindes his Soul (though not expreſly, yer tmpli- 
citly ). to oozy the King in whatſoever he Tommunas them to 
do, in things Spiritual as well-as Temporal, for he 1s ſworn to 
obey the King indifinitely ; for by the Oath he hath no diſpen- 
ſation to.refuſe obediznce to any Command of the King what- 
loever. ; G 

Be not deceived, the Oath excepts nor excludes- no one 
Command,of what nature or kind ſoever it be; but as is above- 
ſaid; they that Swear, Swear indifinitely, That they will bear 
Faith axd. true Obedience to the King : The King Commands 
Obedience to him, according tohis Laws, which he is ſfyorn to 
maintain; his Laws-they-Command in things Spiritual as well 
as o:herwilſe, as might abundantly be ſhewed ; . And therefore 
they cannot take the Oath of Allegiance... 

. Fourthly , Becauſe he that Sweares Obedience to the 
King. , mult be foxſworn if he afterwads frequent Meet- 
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ings as formerly, to Serve and Worſhip God according to the 
Command of the Spirit, Heb, 10, 25. and come not ts Com- 
mon Prayer ; for 4he King hath forbid the one, and the Lay 
Commands the athes, - Now the plain truth is, they cannot 
own Common Prayer, nor the Lordly Biſhops, come Life 
come Death; nor none of their Rubbiſh whatſoever ; Becauſe 
they are net the Miniſters of Chriſt, nor their Wayes the 
Wayes of Chiift, but their own humane Inventions and Tra- 
ditions. Fox where was ſuch a thing appointed by Chriſt, or 
practiſed by his Miniſters in the Primitive times, as Common 
Prayer, which is full of Babling aud vain Repets trons? contrary 
to Mat. 7,7. The Apoſtle Pax! ſaith, #hat #5 it then, I wit 
pray with the Spirit, and will pray with Underſtanding alſo : I wilt 
Sing with the Spirit, and 1 will $:ng with the Underſtanding alſo, 
x-Cor. 14. 15. But who among them can be ſaid to Pray with 
the Spirit, that Pray out of the Engliſh Mas Book? and that 
hears them fing Prick-Seng, like Fidlers in their Fantaſtic 
garb of white Frocks, or Surplices, their Hoods and Tippets, 
and ſuch like Fopperies ; their Organs, Sackbuts, Coinets, 
Houboys, and ſuch like ; more like the Worſhip that Nebs- 
chadnezzar commanded the Three { bildren, Dan. 3. 14,15. 
than any Chriſt commanded ander, or in the time of the Goe 
ſpel : Therefore they cannot take the Oath of Allegiance. 
Fifihly, Becauſe he that Swears Allegiance, is Sworn to 
maintain the Kings Dignity to the utmoſt of his power. By 
which'it is evident, that the Oath cannot be kept in yeelding 
( as ſome ſay they are onely boundto) -paſſive ence, but 
he muſt alſo maintain the Kings Dignities, ſaith the -Oath, 
now the Dignity of che King, 15 not onely to be Supream in 
point of things Temporal ,but-1n things Spiritual alfo;zthe mean» 
10g is, that the Law gives him that dignity, to be Supream'in 
Spiritual things and cauſes, as well as. Temporal. See the 
Oath of Supremacy, in a Statute, Intituled, 4» AG for Re 
ſtoring to the Crown the anciem Furisdition ; Made in the firft 
ter ſatisfaction, is inſerted, as followeth :. 
"And that alſo it may pleaſe your Highneſs, that it 


| Yearof Elizabeth ; Some part of whick AR; for bet 


be efla- 


- bliſhed and Enalled by the Amtherity aforeſacd, that fuch Javia 
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ditions, Privitedges, Smperioraties, and Prebeminencies Spiritw.. 
al or Eccleſiaſtical , as by any Spirumal or Eccleſiaſtical Power or 
Authority hath heretofore been, or lawfully may be exerciſed or 
wſed, for the v16tation of the Eccleſiaſtical State and Perſons, and 
for Reformation, Order and Correftion of the ſame, and of all max. 
ner of Errors, Hereſies, Schiſmes,, Abuſes, Offences, ("ontemprs 
and Enormities, (hall for ever by the Authority of this preſent Par- 
liament, be united and annexed to the Imperial Crown of this 
Reals, KC. | 
See alſo a Statute, Anno, 1. E4. 6, Cap. x2, Let the Reader 
take notice, that theſe things are not cited or ſaid, to ſhew 
that not the King, but thz Pope, or ſome man elſe is Supream 
Head of the Church, for ſuch a thing is abhorred by them, they 
utterly diſ-claiming and diſ-owning any Power or Authority 
the Pope hath, and would rezoyce to ſee the utter defolation 
of him and all that Hierarchy. - They knowing that no man li-+ 
vingupon the Earth hath that dignity;but at is Chrilts, towhom 
All Power in Heaven and in Earth is commuted, by the Father, 
Mat. 28, 18, Whence then it's ctear, That he that Sweats, is 
not onely bound by Oath, to. yeeld atual Obedience to the 
Kings Commands, in falling in with Common Prayer, &c.. 
as above ; but he is bound by Oath, with a Sword in his hand 
to maintain his Dignity in point of Spirituals, as well as any 
other, againſt all attempts .made againſt it ; Therefore they 
cannot take the Oath of Allegiance. 
S:xthly, Becauſe hethat Swears, is 1gnorant of what he binds 
his Soul to, which to dos fin, Lev. 5.4, 5. if a Sonl Smear, 
ng with bis Lips, to do evil or to do goad, what ſorver ut 
be,that a man ſhall pronounce with an Oath,and it be. hid from bums, 
when be knoweth of it, then he ſhall be guilty in one of theſe ; and it 
ſhall be when be = be gnilty 17 one # theſe things, that he ſhall 
confeſs that he hath ſenned in that thing, Now, that whoſoever 
takes the Oath of Obedience, muſt be ignorant of what he 
binds his Soul to, is evident ; becauſe, he binds his Soul not 
onely to the *__ in being, trowhom he Swears Allegiance, 
but to his Succeflors alſo : And if it were poflible for a man to. . 
know, what the King now in being would command in all 
paints : yetit is le to know what his Succeflors may; 


For 
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For were the preſent King a mas after God's own heart, 2s Da- 
vid was ; yet who knowes but he that ſucceeds him may intro- 
duce Popery, as Queen Afary, who ſucceeded Edward the 
Gxth.did > Now he'that takes the Oath, binds his Soul to obey 
thoſe that ſhall ſucceed whether Papiſt or Pagan, as much as 
the King that is in preſent being; Therefore they cannot 
take the Oath of Allegiance, 

Seventhly, Becauſe they cannot Swear upon the true Faith 
of a Chriſtian, as they are enjoyned in the Oath to do, For as 
much as in part or in Whole they are —_— not at preſent, 
yet for the future, what it is they are bound by Oath to, 

Eighthly, Becauſe, he that takes the Oath of Allegiance, 
muſt Swear by the true Faith of a Chriſtian ; now to Swear by 
the Faith of a Chriſtian, is to Swear by ſomething that is not 
God, contrary to Jer, 4. 2. and Fames 5. 12, Therefore they 
cannot take the Oath of Allegiance. ; | 
1 . Ninthly, Becauſe, they that take the Oath, muſt Swear they 
take it heartily, willingly and truly ; which no man can do ex- 
cept he have great clearneſs in himſelf oy undeniable teſtimo= 
ny from the Word of Life, that the things he Sweats to per- 
form, are uncontrovertably his Liberty, if not his Duty, 

Tenthly, Becauſe, God expreſly Commandeth him that will 
Swear and bind his Soul by an Oath, to Swear in Truth, Righte- 
onſneſs and in FudgementJer.4.2-wich no man can do,if 1gno« 
rant as above ſai 53 

"Theſe are their Reaſons, or at leaſt ſome of then ; beſides 
all which, they are in doubt in-other things relating to the! 
Oath; In order unto which, for ſatisfa&ion, they propound 
theſe Queries following; *-4 


Firſt, 
Whether all ſuch that Swear Allegiance, who have been 
Afﬀors inthe late War, in Perſon, Eſtate, or otherwiſe, ao 
not Build again the things they Neſtroyed?-@nd whether 
OOO OO OT OT TS ORE. WOOOTINA Sonny 
Secondly: -: + : {rote non 
iPhether all-ſuth as have Sworn, or. full Swear Alle-. 
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giance, who aſſiſted the a mm the War, either in 
Perſon or Eſtate, do not openly proclaim themſelues,and ac- 
knoxleage upon Oath to the World, that they are Trattors, 
Thieves, and Murtherers. 
Thirdly. 

Whether all ſuch as have Sworn, or ſhall Smear, who 
have ſet days apart, either in publick or in private, to Faſt 
and Pray. for the good Succeſs of the Parltament ; do not 
manifeſt themſelves to be notortous Diſſemblers, and God- 
Mockers. 

Fourthly. 
Whether ſuch who ſhall Swear, as aboveſaid, who have 
oypt days of Thanks-giving, ( when any Viftory hath been 
tained) to praiſe the Lord for his wonderful goodneſs ,and 
to ſpeak of the might of his terrible Atts ; do not by Swear- 
ing, openly throw art in the face of God, and conclude that 
to be of the Devil, that they then ſaid was the glorious Ho- 
notr of his Majeſty , and hus wonderous Works ? 
Fifthly. 

Whether @ man, though he make a hundred Exceptions 
if poſſuble, againſt ſome things in the Oath, and leave be gi- 
ven him ſo to do, and he take it after the Exceptions be 
| made ; doth not Swear { notwithſtanding his Exceptions ) 
according to the plain and expreſſe Letter of it, and ſo make 
word his former Exceptions > foraſmuch as he Swears ac- 
_— to theſe —_ words,(v:7.) And all theſe things, 
I do plainly and fimcerely acknowledge and Swear, ac- 
cording to theſe expreſs words by me ſpoken, and 
according to the plain and common ſence and under- 
ſtanding of the ſame words, without equivocation, or 
mental eyaſion, or ſecret reſervation whatſoever. 
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Thus may all men ſee, that theſe men do not lie in Priſon 
out of any ſelf-willedneſs ( as ſome wickedly ſay they do) but 
meerly upon the account of Chriſt, and a good Conſcience, 
which they dare not violate'or make ſhipwrack of, in follow- 
ing the ſteps of others ; neither dare they engage in any thing 
diſhonourable to Chriſt their King, which they conceive 
Swearing Allegiarice to any man upon the Earth will be; their 
refuſing the Oath, is not without ground : Their Reaſons are 
prevailing to them, and may be to others,did they duly weigh 
and conſider them : if any can take them off by the word of 
Truth, and right Reaſon, they will do God ſervice, and them 
alſo,in being inftrumental to open the Priſon doors ; for were 
they ſatisfied, then would they Swear, and obtain their Li- 
berty, and | reg, their miſtake, as I am truly and well 
rſwaded of them ; but till then, their Conſcience and the 
onour of Chriſt (who is precious to them) is more than ſtone» 
Walls, iron Grates, Locks and Bolts, to hold them, and there- 
fore let not their Perſecutors think to eſcape the dreadfull 
—_ of God if they repent not of their wickedneſs,and 
ard ſpeeches that they have ungodlily ſpoken againft them ; 
For in touching them that fear the Lord ( and an Oath ) taey 
touch the apple of Gods eye, Zech. 2.8. He reproved Kings 
for their ſake ; ſaying, touch not mine Anointed, nor do my Pro- 
phets no harm, Pſal, 105. 14, 15. The Lord will one day ariſe 
and have mercy upon Sion ; ſo the Heathen ſhall fear the Name of 
the Lord, and all the Kings of the Earth thy glory, Pal. 102,14, 
15.For he hath locked down from the height of his Sauttuary, from 
Heaven did the Lord behold the Earth, to hear the groaning of the 
Priſoner, to losſe thoſe that are appointed to death, Ver\, 19, 20. 
The humble ſhall ſee this and be glad, your heart ſhall live that ſeek, 
God, for the Lord heareth the peor, and deſpiſeth not bis Priſoners, 
Pſ.69.32, 33. Ohhappy men are they that thus ſuffer reproach 
and bonds for the Name of Chrift, x Per.4.14. Yea, Bleſſed are 
they, when men rezule them, and perſecute them, and ſhall ſay all 
manner of evil of them, falſly, for his ſake,Mat.5. 11, as that they 
are Phanaticks or Mad-men, for ſo1aid they of Chiiſt, Fohz 10. 
20, Ard many of them ſaid, he hath a Devil, and ts mad, why 
hear ye bim ? That they have turned the World i —_—_ 
P an 
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and do things contrary to the Decrees of the King ; ſaying,that 
there another King, one Jeſws, So ſaid thoſe wicked Perſecu- 
tors of Gods People of Old, At&.17.6,7. That they are Peſtilent 
fellows, and movers of Sedition ; So ſaid Tertullus the Orator,of 
Paul, Afts 24. 5. That they are Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, and 
what not, as ſaith the Pope, and Englands Lordly Biſhops. 

Well, notwith{tanding let them rejoyce ard be exceeding glad, 
for great #5 their reward in Heaven; for ſo perſecuted they the Pro- 
phets, Chriſt, and his Servants, that were before them, Mat. F. 
12, It being an evident token of Perd:t:on to their adverſaties, 
but of Salvation to them, and that of God, Phil, x, 28. Ler 
them therefore be encouraged to ſtand faſt, and keep their in- 
tegrity, and not touch with any of the filthy Abominations of 
the times to obtain their Liberty : God will one day make up 
all their loſſes, and ſufficiently repair them. For if they ſuffer 
with (hriſt, they ſhall reign with him, 2 Tim. 2, 12. Walk, 
not then, ye Piiloners of Hope , nor ye Saints at Liberty, 
in the way of this People ; Say ye not a Confederacy to all them, 
to whom this People ſhall ſay a Confederacy , neither fear ye 
their fear , nor be afraid ; but ſantlifie the Lord of Hoſts 
himſelf, and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread ; and 
he ſhall be for a Santtuary, Iſa. S. 11, 12,13, Be ye waiting 
upon the Lord, antil the day that he r1ſe up to the Prey, for bus 
determination 1s to gather the Nations, that he may aſſemble the 
Kingdoms, to poure upon them his indignation, even all his fierce an- 
ger ; For all the Earth ſhall be devoured with the fire of his Tea- 
lonſie : for then will he turn to the People of pure Language, that 
they may all call upon the Name of the Lord, to ſerve him with one 
conſent, Teph, 3. 8,9. Wait (Iſay) on the Lord,and keep his 
way, and he ſhall exalt thee, to inherit the Land, when the wicked 
are gut off ; Thou ſhalt ſee it, Pal, 37. 34. 


THE END, 


